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Why do Attorneys Want to Use
ocial Workers2

It depends ... we want the best outcomes for our

clients ...

4/25/2016

T TRKES AVRLAGE..

These are the forces acting against

your client....

Why A Social Worker?
)

Client Centered Representation

Best possible life and case outcomes
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Methods to get to those options
e —

Plea Negotiations

Aid in Sentencing /Report/Memo to Court

Alternatives to Incarceration

Probation, fines, electronic monitoring, community service,
treatment requirements

Early Assessments that help attorney "work case out”

Early intervention, service referral, showing change if client

is in the community

What is the attorney looking for?
N

Practitioner with a background in social work or

mental health aka clinical knowledge

Interviews/screen for mental illness, trauma,

developmental issues, cognitive impairment, etc.

Gathers and analyzes life-history records

Assessment and Service Planning

Talking to Experts and Providers

Helps shape investigation, but is not a fact

investigator

For the competent defense attorney, the duty to investigate

extends beyond questions of legal guilt or innocence, and
includes questions of proportionate sentencing, for which

the “the defendant’s background, education, employment
record, mental and emotional stability, family relationships,

and the like, will be relevant, as well as mitigating
circumstances surround the commission of the offense itself,

investigation is essential to the fulfillment of these
functions.”

(ABA, Standards for Criminal Justice: Providing Defense
Services, Comment to Rule 4-4.1.)
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Mandated Reporting...

Working on a multidisciplinary team
|

Development of role within the legal team

Defining self

Role as a catch all — expectations and boundaries

Making sure family understands role as part of legal team

Taking time with attorney to talk about cases

Being a part of client/legal meetings as a way to learn
court process

Role as interpreter /translator for both client and attorney
Understanding long term objectives

Distinguishing between questions shouldn’t be answering
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The 3 C’s
S

Communication

Collaboration Coordination

Communication is key!

A

Communication

I —

Keep your social
worker informed and
demand the same from
them.

Do this through weekly
meetings, case notes,
and other regular
contacts

Dump important info in
the bathroom or
parking lot where they
can’t digest.
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Communication and Collaboration
N

To include the social Believe that talking to
worker early and often the client is “your job” as
to get the most for your the lawyer. You are a
client. team.

Introduce them as a Send the social worker

team member — not out on a case where no

someone who works for one knows who they are

you but someone who or to meet the client

works with you. without explaining who
the social worker is.

Collaboration and Communication
|

Remember Don't...

Be open to another Leave your social

point of view or worker wondering who
direction on your take was going to do what,

on your case or your and what work is theirs
client. Versus yours.

Coordination and Communication
T

Communicate the Assume legal expertise

theory of the case as it by the social worker
changes. and at the same time

Follow up on things don’t demean their

you ask for. lack of knowledge on
legal issues.
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Team Agenda Checklist
)

Ensures that each facet of defense function is regularly
checked

Reduces likelihood of tasks “falling through the cracks”

Assigns tasks to specific team members, include
deadlines for accountability

All team members have access and ability to update
checklist

'WOODLEY TEAM WORKING TO DO LIST

FOR:  Marvin Woodley
LAST UPDATE: April 20, 2016 by SF

TASK ASSIGNEDTO  STATUSDATE
COMPLETED

CLIENT CONTACT AND CONCERNS

SETTLEMENT
[

L 1 I 1
‘DISCO\'ERV

FACT INVESTIGATION
VIEWS

RECORDS

MITIGATION

;m TRVIEYS

[ Il ] i
[ Il ] |
[ T I 1

File Organization
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Social Worker as a Liaison

I —

Between the lawyer and client.

Between the client and consultant.

Between the client and probation, etc.

Between the lawyer and the client’s family.

And in some instances between your team and
the victim/victims family.

Court Process Assistance

I —

Help at Arraignment

Reassure families

Educate regarding process with an eye on
competency
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What to refere
N

Mental health issues

Substance abuse /use

School /employment issues

Housing issues

Multi-system involvement

What else222
|

Need for Productive Activity

Work programs/jobs

After school extra curricular activities

Community service options

Relationship Development

Get to know what is important to client

Help connect with clients who are nonresponsive

Trauma Responsive
)

There is a strong connection between complex
trauma and delinquency.

Trauma impacts a child development and health
throughout life.
Some red flags

Hypervigilance, always scanning the environment for
safety.

Misperceive communication “He yelled at me!”

Exaggerated startle response
Difficulty concentrating
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Brainstorm cases
N |

As part of the defense team: we can

present ideas from the perspective of a

person who is not a lawyer, but who
understands what the lawyers need to do

and want to do for the client.

10
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Experts, Experts, Experts...
S

Pre-Screen

Recommend

Set it up

Provide Information

Lamont Carey:

The Streets Kee Callin E Name

11



Community Resources
)

Use them Keys to client’s success:
Having the support of people in the

Develop them community

Reach out Services have to be something your
client is willing to do, not just something
they have been ordered to do.

Give you a social history investigation
= |

The social worker will attempt to learn the client’s
own view of his or her life, how the client sees the
world and how the client wishes to be portrayed to
the court.

Prepare a sentencing or mitigation

reor'r

Client-based, not crime based.

4/25/2016
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What is Mitigation2
o/
It’s the stuff that helps tell your client’s story:

What was life been like growing up

What influenced him or her to become like
they are today

Why your client committed this offense

What he or she needs to do better in the
future

MITIGATION IS NOT:
|
Only “the good stuff”

The opposite of aggravation

Turning a blind eye to negative factors

An attempt to fool anyone

4/25/2016
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There is always a reason

How and why your client got
involved in his offense, and how
you determine the answers
depends on what information you
have.

Know your Client! 3 Ways...
)

Spend time with your client

Get the records
School, work, institutional
Mental health, medical records

Non-traditional experts can help you answer all
four questions
Teachers, former employers, institutional staff, etc.

Get letters from key people in his/her life to tell the
story

4/25/2016
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Mitigation Witnesses - Brainstorm

Client

Family, intermediate &
extended

Classmates & friends
Roomates

Neighbors

Teachers

Counselors/Social Workers

Employers/Employees
Surviving victims
Witnesses to crime
Probation/parole officers
Co-workers

Prison/Jail guards
Cellmates, other inmates

Doctors

4/25/2016
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Documenting the Investigation
-

Witness Lists

Life History Chronology

Family Tree — Genetic Mapping
Charts listing records collected and requested

Charts and memos summarizing records

Start Making Char
N

Fact witnesses
Mitigation witnesses
Records to obtain
Physical evidence

Themes

To: Woodward File
Re: Chart of Marvin’s Teachers.
Updated: August 5. 2015

CHART OF MARVIN'S TEACHERS

NAME + CONTACT INFO SCHOOL + GRADE __| NOTES
Bindy, Ms. FNU TaurcThurst Marvin's counselor

Counselor
Booker, Mrs. Carmine Bellingrath Marvin remembers that Ms. Booker was a chubby white woman in her 40s.
DOB: 05/1950 Third Grade?
1234 Johnson Road
Atmore, AL
Tullerton, Ms. Cynthia Temwood Elementary | Marvin belicves that Ms. Fullerion may have been the physical cducation teadher
DOB: 04/1949 Third Grade
1234 Dolphin Drive
Atmore, AL
‘Hawkins, Ms. .0, Temwood Elementary | She s isted on Marvin's transeript as s (hird grade tcacher.

Third Grade

s, Taylor was a young white woman. She was very sweet. None of the other
Woadley children had Ms. Taylor. She transferred to another school not long afler
Marvin gradusted from her classroom. Ms. Taylor noted that Marvin was very
“hyper” and had difficulty sitting still in the classroom. She asked Wendy if she
gave Marvin a sugary cereal for breakfast.
Thomas, Ms. FNU Fernwood Klementary | Ms. Thomas was a young white woman. She loved Marvin. Wendy has run into
First Grades Mis. Thomas several times over the years, including occasi s tri
in 2006, Mrs. Thomas always asks about Marvin (“how’s my boy d
other Woodley children. She is no longer Mrs. Thomas, however, s she has re-
married. Wendy docsn’t know her new married name.

Taylor, Ms. Ann

4/25/2016
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Records:

Wh do we need them?

They back up the story

They fill in the gaps

They help explain our client’s history

They lead us to other witnesses

Information to Gather...

I —

Preliminary Data Medical & Mental Health

Birth, growth & History
development Vocational Pursuits

Environmental factors Substance Abuse History

Institutional data: Perceptions & Self-
School Perceptions

Juvenile Agencies Family History
Criminal Justice System

Military

18
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Records Collection
N

Often a notarized release, subpoena or court order

will be required to request your client’s records and
the records of his/her family members

Request records in person when possible

Request certified copies of records

Once you have the records, scan/copy them
immediately

Create a summary document (chart, memo, etc)

Internet Investigations

Use social media to investigate your client and
known witnesses

Identify new witnesses

Locate witnesses

Roy Perkins: Investigation of Home and Enviroment in Berry, Alabama.

Roy is not in the home of Mrs. Dovie May Perkins at this time. She
does not know where he can be located and assumed that he was stili in
Florida.

Home: Mrs. Dovie May Perkins (38 years old) Tives in Berry, Alabama in
what appears to be extreme poverty. The house she Tives in is little
more thatn a shack. The inside of the home is i11 kept with dirty clothes
dishes and articles of every sort strown around at random. firs. Perkins
is the common law wife of Pat Traweak, Jr. who is presently serving three
years for assault.

There is little that can be done about schooling. Alabama law allows
a youth to quit school at age 16. The school system would not encourages
Roy to attend.

Roy is part of a group of youthful offenders in Berry. Almost every
one of his associates have been in trouble at one time and most have repeated
offenders. Roy is presently under a 12 month jail sentence here for destroying

1 would not 1ike to see Roy placed back into the Berrry area. He has
been branded a delinquent by the community and would have 1ittle chance to
gain a favorable place for himself with a new group of friends. Since he
is under a jail sentence here, his next offence would probably mean a
prison term.

If the State of Florida feels that it would be in the best interest
of Roy for him to return to Berry, then we will do everything in our power
to work with him.

19



PRIVILEGED AN;
-rrrwc\ﬂ M)RI\ PRODU rr

MEMO

To: Woodley
From: Sarah Forte

Updated

February 12, 2015

Re: Chart of Records Requiring Court Order or Subpoena

ALABAMA

AGENCY/DEPT CUSTODIAN/CONTACT _| NOTES

‘Alabama Department | larry lynn@dhr.alabama.gov | Received a letter from Larry Lynn dated
of Human Resources 02/14/2015 indicating DHR requires a

subpoena and court order to produce

review of the records will be required.

records. He also notes that an in camera

NBC News 12 WFSA_ | Scott Duff, News Director A subpoena should be addressed to Scott
Media Coverage 12 East Delano Avenue Duff, News Director.

Montgomery, AL 36105
(334) 288-1212

hitp://www.wsfa.com/

Adver

\Im\lgomev\ Custodian of Records Ten news items mentioning Mr.

425 Molton Street Woodley did not appear in the paper.
AL3

Metia Coverage: Montgomery, AL 36104 These entris contained the phrase

(334) 2621611 osted by” before listing an author on

http2//www.montgomervadver | Lexis, were posted only to the
i Advertiser’s website. They require a

it clear in the subpoena that we are
looking for online copy but that we
would like a copy in print and certified.

subpoena to Custodian of Records, make

Escambia County Jail | Escambia County Jail We need a subpoena directed to Col,
Marvin's Records 316 Court Street Jack Johnson.

Brewton, AL 36426

To: Woodley File
From: Sarah Forte

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL
ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT

MEMO

Updated: April 14,2015
Re: Records Chart for Marvin Woodley

ALABAMA

AGENCY/DEPT

CUSTODIAN/CONTACT NOTES/STATU

Alabama Burean
of Investigation

.0, Box 1511 Participated in investigation of shooting,
Montgomery, AL 36102

Alabama
Department of
Comections

Kristt Simpson Requestsent by mail Fa e-mail on 1172412014, Invoice
Legal Assistant to General Counsel | received 4/13/2015

Alsbama DOC

Kristi Simpson@doc.alabama.gov
301 South Ripley Street
Montgomery. AL 36104
Telephone (334) 333-3885
Facsimile: (334) 353-3891

Alabama
Department of
Human Resources

Larry Lym Sent request and release via email to Larry Lynn on
Tarry.Jynn@dhr.alabama.gov 212/2015. We received a ltter sating that a subpocna and
courtorder are required 10 produce the records for an in

nera review. Requested via discovery motion on
412015,

Alabama
Department of
Youth Services

1000 Industrial School Road ‘Sent request and release via email to Phyllis Camey on

PO Box 66 2/12/2015. E-mailed Carney on 2/23/15 to follow up on

Mt. Meigs, AL 36057 request and provide additional information. Received leter
Phlis Camey via e-mail explaining failure to find records on 2/23/15.
Phyllis.Camey@dys.alabay

To: Woodley Fi
Updated: August 5, 2015

PRIVILEC
ATTORN!

GED AND CONFIDENTIAL
ZY WORK PRODUCT

N'S SCHOOL HISTORY.

4/25/2016

Kindergarten | Ms. Ann Tay]

entary
for | oflfor,conduct writing, healthPE

DATE+ SCHOOL + NOTES TS[TC
ADE TEACHERS
791980 | Fernwood Elem, B Carion Rawed Col Nawiuasy sty ooy iiowe [ |00

Basic Student Information: Marvin’s “file ID” was 8014531, His “family number” was 205175,
“The form indicates that Marvin transferred from “Burroughs and enrolled on 1/12/1982.

Atmore, AL nd i i tended 171 o O s oo s
Res rd: Entered 0827/1979. Lived a Street with Mark Woodley X
Kindergarten Skills Checklist: Marvin performed satisfactorly in almostall areas. He recsived | X
gt et s 4 podies vy Dol sl et g
and propertyof othes He rceived “nedsimprovement” n”showing selfconidence, working
others, working independently. e spak. lstening and
taking care of d
d (e " ”in:
ftine”
TOST98T | Fermwood Flem. | Elementary Pupil Cumulative Record Card: el e v ynn\-a Hd B X
1“Grade o E30 Thomas | Con. B, Attt &, Lingungo— A, Rnadmg B, Spelling /P,
Atmore, AL e i i 175 e ol and ad ot v prcen
Keskineo Recod: Eferl 8123 180.Lte 1300 3. 1 st wik Mk Woollr X |x
Alabama State Testing Proy ual Student Profile: Test taken in April 1981, Marvin X | X
was scven years and four monthsold. Seore i e T porcentile in phonic analysis, $2+4
s and 721h overallin
Teading, Marvin scored inthe 56 prcntle i lingusge. Heseond i he 97" pesenle o math
computation, 90" perscntile for math conceptspplication, nd 95" percentile i math overal
Total bty placsd Marinin the 75" percntils monally
Math Skills Checklist: Marvin completed all of X
TO81/1982 | AL Holm MPS Elementary Pupil Cumulative Record o NS s ko o AL o oK
Grade | Teacher Unknown | 09:24/1981
Detroit, MI ']
x [x

20
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MEMORANDUM

o ile
From:

Re: Summary of GDOC Mental Health Resords (1992-2007)
Date: Last updated 20120130

DATE MEDICATIONS SUMMARY.
Tesember 1992 | None il psychological asessment conducied on
December 2, 1992, by Dr.Tleno Schroeder, Ph.D., who

found him (0 be “adjusting adequately.” She described
him as “highly verbal and elatively inellizent” and.
said that she saw “no signs of any psychaological
isress that would be beyond whatcne would expect
of somebody new to this sitation.” [1]

Tuly 199% Nene Tndividual psychotherapy session conducied by Dr.
Schroeder on uly 20, 1994; she found him “oriented in
all spheres,”

tht his “mood and affect were
appropriatc.” and that he “cxpressed no suicidal or
homicidal deation” and *shows no sign of a major
order o though or mood.” [2 -
Rugwi 1999 | Nome An individusl psychotherapy session conducied by Dr

Schroeder on August 3, 1994; her assessment was the
same as on July 20, 1994, [3] Dr. Schrocdor atemplcd
o conductasccond individual psychotherapy scssion

on August

disor

it 17,1994, but he declined to
com ak vi g

September 1994 | None On September 7, 1994, destined 1o come oot
and speak to Dr. Schrocder foran individusl

pycloterapy sssion o he socoud e i3 1o
She inenied o it hima oo eting i know it
continued contact will be up (o him from then on. (5]
On Sepiember 14, ﬁ Glfrefired” il for
darbed by pesonl sty may e conuted 0
[his] current circumstances™ and that it “might affect
ks bt s epet
ol sgresive acoms A 0 s dagnois,
o Shvondr micated A1 79990 fcned nd
A1 30170 Anisocil 6.1

e Seocdr eporied T e wis

Nay 1995 None

=

Q?E‘6‘33333S§§S§§§§53553§3§333§S§338855EEE
§885E 13288 REE%ER0RsRRRRRRRREEREEEEZES

S STUENISESIIIAIBIEIIAIIIIIIENIIININSSG
—

P
TS ot

X o e Lo
- Severe Symptoms of Psychosis and/or Depression, Admitted to Unit (CSU)

60AYS

s T
120ms
aoars TS oas T

§ggEgszea oL sEE e R ssFEE
S588c58282536353625355535823:3353535838858

But make sure you understand the

context of what you are reading:
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"He embellished his drawing to include several figures on
a baseball team. He drew a huge arch which he said
was "the Green Monster," a comment with a certain
aggressive implication.”

--From a psychological evaluation of a second grade child in
Massachusetts

4/25/2016
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FRANKLY, THERE ISN'T
ANYONE YOU CAN'T
LEARN TO LOVE ONCE
YOU’VE HEARD THEIR
STORY.

N

Version 1

23
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Be Creativel
N

There is no one right format!

Change it up so that the reader is able to
feel the uniqueness of your client.

Photo and
Video

Documentation

26
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Use Client’s and Witnesses Voices

I —

From Lee’s description, he looked to his best friend,
AlJ's,stepfather as the father figure he longed to have.
“Nobody looked out for me. No one showed me what being a
man was about except for the guys out on the street.” Al
stated:

One of the differences between Lee and | was that | always had a
father figure around... We met when we were around 7 years
old...Lee would try to fit in with other kids...I'd try to tell him
that they were not his friends. Even if people had a negative
agenda, he didn’t get it. They'd try to manipulate him. He was a
big kid that others wanted to bring along with them. He never
caught on to how people used him.

Lay out the information to help the

reader visuall

Below is an iew of 1985-1987 &

Date Location Length Outcome
Child I A school function prograr report was
& October | Unit — Children’s Parenting | doue by Sandra Leath, M.ED who
1985 Hospital of classes for putting Lee i an LI
mom (earning disabled) class since “a smaller
class size and maore structured enviranment
will also likely be helpfid to him in terms
of any anentional weakness.” Placed on
Ritalin,
Ciustoy Chil TR Was_seen primarnly by Rosa Rcben\
CGiuidance Clinic, ACEW who, according 1o her seco
Jewish and Vaaily belicved thar Lee was & very needy child
Children’s Services who could get help £ brought in regulasly.
Mother’s attendance was sporadic
ult 1 effect change.
o missed appoittnents.
et by <y|ma Mendelsohn, MD
wnded Ritalin (4/86) as well
therap:
o787 Thitd and 5 By Deborah Mazzc, N, and
Deprossion Service Neal Ryan, M.D, Ko manie or depressive
CWPIC) symptoms cvident. ADD is present in
Lec's hisiory and e ias heon trested
11y with Ritalin and LD classes.

Lay experts

I —

Teachers
Neighbors
Therapists

School counselors
Doctors

27



4 Questions easier with community

resources:

How this client became involved in the offense?
Why this client became involved in the offense?
What reason is there to think it will not reoccur?

What sentence can be imposed to reduce the risk of
recidivism?

Beyond the confines of the case...

N

Identify common grounds of systems

Work to streamline and align
expectations and roles

The elephant in the room is that we all
have different interests.

GREAT news!! Our
mitigation successfully
reduced your six life
terms to one.

4/25/2016
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Thanks!
N

Anna Bulkin, MSW, LICSW Sarah Forte
Director of Social Work Paralegal/Investigator

Youth Advocacy Division Southern Center for Human
Committee for Public Rights
Counsel Services 83 Poplar Street, NW

44 Bromfield Street Atlanta, GA 30303-2122
Boston, MA 02108

404-688-1202
617-910-5806
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