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Alison Steiner, Esq,, Assistant State Defender    

Office of State Public Defender, Capital Division    

Jackson, Mississippi  email : astei@ospd.ms.gov

Dr. Regina Curry, Mitigation Specialist    

Office of Capital Post-Conviction Counsel        

Jackson, Mississippi email:  RCurry@pcc.state.ms.us

Telling the story of our client and the case 

That will keep our client from being sentenced to 
death

IF the case has to go to trial
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Relationships with the client and those close to 
him are everything 

Relationships are very, very hard to create

It is our job to find a way to communicate 
meaningfully with the client and his family,  not 

vice versa
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You go to the client where he is. You are there for 
his convenience, not he for yours

Make sure the space you are in is a place where 
the CLIENT feels as safe, as private and as 

dignified as he can

Do this BEFORE the first time you stand up for 
him in court

Begin by listening and answering, not talking and 
asking

Find ways to address the client’s immediate needs 
and wants 

When you finally get to ask the questions, don’t 
start with the hard stuff

From the Client:
At the very first meeting: “Asked why 
he was anxious to have his trial, Client 
replied after a pause ‘to be honest I’m 
ready to get back to my family.’ ”

A few months in: “Asked what his 
pastor would say about him. “Rev. 
Chandler, he knew that I had the spirit 
of God in me. He can’t say nothing 
but that I was a child of God . . . . He 
would say Ron attended church and 
came from a Christian family.” 
Ronald asked me to tell his pastor “I 
pray for him every day that he get 
bold and strong.”

From Others:
From the client’s wife:  “The boys miss 
Ronald a lot.”  “Our oldest son took it 
the hardest.  They always say I wish he 
was here, they don’t miss a day saying it.  
They spent a lot of time with their dad.  
Their daddy took them hunting and 
fishing. Ronald played ball with the 
boys.”  

From the client’s mother: “We brought 
them up in the church. . . . .  Ronnie was 
a janitor in the church a while when he 
was about 13 or 14-years-old. Rev 
Enright Chandler.  It looked like he could 
tell things. . . . .Ronnie told Teresa he had 
cried and said he wanted to go up and 
talk to him . .  ”
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Organize a case file that helps you develop the 
themes and theories that emerge 

Collect every document you can, and search every 
document you collect for more documents to send 

for

Write up every single client, family or other 
witness contact ASAP and put it in the file 
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Go see EVERYONE of interest: 

Client, family, friends, pastors, teachers, CPS workers, 
prison guards and administrators, employers, coworkers 

and anyone else you can think of 

Go back to see EVERYONE of interest 

as many times as it takes to collect the story

Go back and see EVERYONE again 

as many times as it takes to get them to be willing to come 
to court and tell the story
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“I wouldn’t hang a dog on the word of that person”

If jurors don’t like the State’s witnesses, jurors may be less inclined to kill 
your client

Excerpt from fact investigator’s report , later 
Rule 608(b) impeachment, of his second 
interview with the woman who called the 
cops who got killed:

“During the interview, Gardner inquired 
about her prior enlistment in the military and 
found out that Arnold was enlisted in the U. 
S. Army as a “clerk-typist” and that she had 
been discharge with a “Less Than 
Honorable” discharge because of an attempt 
to defraud the U. S. Government. The charge 
stemmed from falsifying her personnel 
records with a fraudulent marriage certificate 
in order to receive “family pay” allowances 
for being married. She took the “Less Than 
Honorable” discharge to avoid prosecution 
(Court Marshal).” 

Picture , later Defense Exhibit, taken by CSI 
investigator of the complaining witnesses 
ashtray:



3/9/2020

11

Think of it as a discovery deposition

(go to a couple of trial lawyer seminars and learn how to take those)
Excerpt from pretrial suppression hearing testimony of 
arresting officer who was both a colleague of the two dead 
officers and our client’s first cousin:

Excerpt from  this reluctant  but effective penalty phase 
witness’s penalty phase testimony
Q. And do you -- are you related by blood or marriage to Mr. 
Husband who stands here convicted today of capital 
murder?
A. Yes, ma'am, I am.
Q. And what is the nature of that relationship?
A. First cousin.
Q. Now, did you have any participation in any of the events 
relating to Mr. Husband's being charged with the killing of 
the Officers Brandon Breland and Odell Fite?
A. Yes, ma'am, I did.
Q. And what was your role in that?
A. I went to his home and arrested him for the alleged -- the 
offense.
Q. All right. And did he, in the course of that arrest, offer 
any resistance or attempt to interfere with your executing 
your lawful power to arrest him?
A. No, ma'am, he didn't.
Q. Do you know approximately how long of a cooling down 
period he'd had between when the events happened and 
when you reached him?
A. I'm not sure. I don't know.
Q. Would you think it would have been less than an hour?
A. I would say somewhere around an hour. I'm not sure.
Q. And where was he when you made that arrest?
A. He was at his residence.
Q. And who was standing with him when you made that 
arrest?
A. His wife and children.

Theory and theme:

Is the penalty phase going to be about the 
client, or about something else? 

Decide how it should be told

Experts, family members, teachers, 
preachers?

About the client?

What made him react as he did 
at that moment?

How the women who 
called the police was 
acting?

His psychological make 
up?

About something else?

Who other than the client  will 
a death sentence hurt?

His mother, his father, 
his wife, his children!

The juror’s individual 
morality and principles!
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Frontloading for mitigation involving 
provocation by the dishonest woman who 

called the cops:.

Q. Ms. Arnold, have you yourself ever had 
any military firearms training?
A. Yes.
Q. what military service did you serve in?
A. In the Army.
Q. And what military firearms training did 
you have? Did you learn to use a pistol or a 
sidearm ?
A. No.
Q. When did you serve in the military?
A. From I think '83 to '87.
Q. And what is the nature of the discharge 
you from the united States military? 
[objection, out of jury hearing, overruled]
Q. Ms. Arnold, is it not true that you 
received a discharge less than honorable 
from the United States Army as a 
consequence of having misrepresented to 
the Army having a dependent for purposes 
of pay and benefits?
A. Yes.

What actually provoked him, as testified to in 
the penalty phase:

Q:  You drew a weapon, a flashlight and said, 
I'll bash him in the head. We heard you say 
that; is that right?
A. Yes. . . . 
Q. And you knew it was like there was 
something wrong with him then, something 
had snapped in him. He turned on you, and 
then he turned on the police all as part of the 
same being angry, didn't he?
A. I guess.. . 
Q. Do you believe he loves his family?
A. If he loved his family, he should have been 
there with them and not there with me trying 
to kill me.
Q. Did you tell him -- and did you say, F you, 
F your family or did you say the word that he 
said to you? Did you say fuck you?
A. Yes.
Q. Fuck your family.
A. Yes.  . . . 
Q. And you used that word about his family.
A. Yes, I was angry too.
Q. You were angry too. Everybody was angry; 
is that correct?
A. Yes.
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Q. You've heard a lot of things here in this 
courtroom about a terrible thing this jury 
has convicted him of doing. Does that affect 
your love for him in anyway?
A. I still love my husband very much.
Q. So -- but what you tell this jury is 
knowing the bad things that this jury 
knows about your husband; is that right?
A. Yeah.
Q. You have to speak up.
A. Could you ask me the question again?
Q. You know the same bad things this jury 
knows about your husband.
A. Yes, I do.
Q. And do you accept and understand that 
this jury has reached this verdict?
A. Yes, I do.
Q. Before I go further about you, do you 
have anything you want to tell this jury 
about what you want to say to the family of 
your son's schoolmate or to the family of 
the Brelands?
A. All I want to say to the Brelands and the 
Fites that I'm very -- I'm very sorry about 
y'all's loss, and I wish that y'all please spare 
my husband life.



3/9/2020

14

Q. So why did you come here today, Brother 
Chandler?

A. I came because I had the passion and desire 
to let the families know that in spite of the tragedy that 
has taken place in our community, we're one body with 
many members. We love the Breland family. We love 
the Fite family. We love the Husband family. My desire 
is that though we came separately, we'll leave together, 
and I pray that through this whole tragedy that we will 
begin to work as families and then work as a 
community and then work as a city and work as a 
county and work as a state and work as a nation. That's 
my desire, that the families understand that nobody 
here -- we're all going through. We're all grieving and 
that we don't want anybody ever in our community, in 
the state, no where to ever have to deal with what these 
families have had to deal with. I'm just a young pastor 
just starting out. I asked my own self how did I get 
where I'm at. But we're put here in positions to help 
each other, to reach out for one another. I'm a firm 
believer that the Brelands and the Fites families are 
broken as well as the Husbands. . . .

******

Q. Can God use the life of this man even if he 
spends the rest of his life in prison?

A. Yes, he can. There's hope for him. . . .

I heard Ms. Arnold's testimony, and I 
listened to Sergeant Louis Husband, 
the experienced 20-year police officer, 
and he said, these domestic disputes 
are always emotional. You heard the 
911 tape. It was high emotions, and I 
think whatever else caused the 
emotionalism, I think we can believe 
Ms. Arnold when she says he was not 
like he had ever been. He was acting 
crazy. He was highly emotional. He 
went out with those officers in a 
highly emotional state, and whatever 
happened out there was the product 
not of deliberately deciding to kill. He 
may have intended to kill at the 
moment he did it. But it was not 
something he planned to do. It was 
not something he would otherwise do.

It's been a long day. It's been a day 
when the rest of the world, the 
state, the rest of the country has 
been honoring a man, Martin 
Luther King who stood for justice. 
He did not stand for vengeance. 
Like Reverend Chandler, he stood 
for justice to punish wrongdoing 
but save and hope for the 
redemption of the wrongdoers. 
And you remember, he's a man 
who fought against great 
wrongdoing, hundreds of years of 
wrongdoing existing till now. He 
never once preached vengeance 
against the racists he was fighting. 
He never once preached vengeance 
against the people who had kept --
who had been unfair to others. He 
preached that all people in the next 
generation would equally be 
redeemed. And that's what we 
need here. . . . 

Your sentence in this instance where we 
have an explanation that the state itself and 
the court itself has said is reason enough as 
a matter of law to punish by life in prison 
without parole, ultimately the sentence 
comes down to you. Are you, each of you, 
you and each of you can understand mercy, 
can understand sympathy, can understand

compassion, can understand hope of 
redemption in this world. And you and each 
of you know that to kill Ronald Husband 
instead of just making his life in prison 
alone, you know that that is not the 
appropriate thing to do. Don't take two 
more boys' father to the graveyard by your 
act. Return each of you individually and all 
of you together, if you can, a verdict that he 
should spend the rest of his life in prison 
without parole and die alone there in prison 
but when God takes him not when the State 
of Mississippi chooses to do it.

You have a choice here. Ronald 
Husband will die in prison. He will die 
alone. If he becomes ill, he will be in a 
prison hospital. His family will not 
come sit next to him, take shifts 
overnight as Ms. Arnold was allowed to 
do when her husband was ill. He will be 
in a prison hospital. He will die alone in 
prison. Your choice is, does that come 
when God wants it to or will you tell 
the State of Mississippi that they can 
decide when to do it. Will you tell the 
State of Mississippi kill him before God 
would take him? That's an awesome 
responsibility, and it's an awesome 
choice. And as Mr. Fisher has pointed 
out to you, that is a choice you may 
make, the law permits you to make. 
There would be no punishment or trial 
of you for making that choice here. But 
it is not the choice you must make or 
that you should make. . . . .
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