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“I want to have hope, but hope will drive
you crazy. | hope for the best, but expect
the worst; that way I’'m never
disappointed.”
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Rate at which black juvenile ottenders are given lite without parole sentences compared to their white peers
controlling for arrests (baseline indicates no black/white disparity)
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Now, my whole family is in prison. All my brothers have been
locked up. My brother now that is 31 has been locked up since he
was 21; my other 2 brothers are in their 40s. All have been in
prison. | went to prison to see my oldest brothers as a kid. It's
really hard. | grew up in prison. It’s just the only thing | know.”

-Brian
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| didn’t want anything positive and
was caught up in everything negative.
| was just a complete damn fool”
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“I'was living with my mom at the time. | ran away at 13
to live with her—I lived with my dad before that. My
mom gave me more freedom than I'd ever had. She was
cool, but, like, too cool. | had too much freedom.”

-Jack
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“Because my mother was right there, that’s why | did
what | accepted a plea. As time went on, | thought,
‘Why did | do this? I just jumped on the first thing they
offered, because she was there.”

-Damien
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“This life sentence is killing me, for real. | don’t take my medicine. |
don’t care whether | live or die. | feel like sometimes that’s what I'd
rather do, since no one’s giving me another chance. | got a life |
want to live, and goals. But this is how it is now. This is how I'm
gonnadie. Just on my own.”
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“It’s a jungle in here, and you
can be a lion or an antelope.”
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