Increasing Juvenile Appeals

An Underused Critical Check on the Juvenile Delinquency System

More than times a year, children are found delinquent by the juvenile court

300’000 system. These children often face severe consequences, ranging
from secure confinement to probation.

Yet, only '| in gevery 2,707 juvenile cases is appealed every year.’

filing appeals:
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| rights
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The lower court misinterpreted a findings of fact and Legal errors

statute or other legal provision.

ensures uniformity and a critical

There was insufficient evidence to check on the juvenile court system

establish a claim.

Improves the law for all future
The lower court did not have children facing delinquency

jurisdiction. proceedings
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All children have a right to appeal their case and juvenile defense

attorneys are required to discuss this right to appeal with their clients.*
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The National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization
dedicated to promoting justice for all children by ensuring excellence in juvenile defense.
NJDC provides support to public defenders, appointed counsel, law school clinical programs,
and non-profit law centers to ensure quality representation in urban, suburban, rural, and
tribal areas. NJDC also offers a wide range of integrated services to juvenile defenders,
including training, technical assistance, advocacy, networking, collaboration, capacity
building, and coordination. To learn more about NJDC, please visit www.njdc.info.
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