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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

Mississippi Code §43-21-151

EXCLUSIVE 
YOUTH 
COURT 

JURISDICTION

Youth Court has exclusive original 

jurisdiction in all proceedings concerning a:

• Delinquent child

• A child in need of supervision (CHINS)

EXCEPTIONS

Acts attempted or committed by a child, which if 

committed by an adult would be punishable under state or 

federal law by life imprisonment or death.
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In re D.S.
943  So.2d 1280

The only determination necessary to 

vest original jurisdiction over a 

juvenile in the circuit court is whether 

an adult who committed the same 

offense would be exposed to death 

or life imprisonment. The potential life 

sentence is the determinative factor. 

The actual sentence imposed by the 

trial court is irrelevant. Johnson, 512 

So.2d at 1250, citing Williams v. State, 

459 So.2d 777 (Miss.1984) (once 

jurisdiction is acquired it cannot be 

lost by the punishment imposed on 

the juvenile).

EXCEPTIONS

Any act attempted or committed by a child with the use of 

a deadly weapon, the carrying of which concealed is 

prohibited by Section 97-37-1, or a shotgun or a rifle, which 

would be a felony if committed by an adult.

WHEN DOES 
JURISDICTION ATTACH?

Jurisdiction 

attaches at the 

time the offense 

is committed.
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• Once the youth court 
obtains jurisdiction, it 
continues for that offense 
until the child reaches 
their twentieth birthday, 
unless sooner terminated 
by order of the youth 
court.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

The youth court 

shall not have 

jurisdiction over 

offenses committed 

by a child on or 

after his eighteenth 

birthday.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

• No child under the age of thirteen shall be 

held criminally responsible or be criminally 

prosecuted for a misdemeanor or felony.

• No child under the jurisdiction of the youth 

court shall be held criminally responsible or 

criminally prosecuted by any court for any 

act designated as a delinquent act, unless 

jurisdiction is transferred to another court 

under §43-21-157.
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http://www.janisfoster.com/2011/01/20-years-of-grassroots-grantmaking.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://mistermikelcc.blogspot.com/2011/03/what-did-you-do-for-your-18th-birthday.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://si.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B6%9C%E0%B7%9C%E0%B6%B1%E0%B7%94%E0%B7%80:Prison_child.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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• When jurisdiction of an offense 

is transferred to the circuit court, 

or when a youth has committed 

an act which is in original circuit 

court jurisdiction pursuant to 

Section 43-21-151, the 

jurisdiction of the youth court 

over the youth for any future 

offenses is terminated, 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

EXCEPT

Except that jurisdiction over future offenses 

is not terminated if:

❖The circuit court transfers or remands the 

transferred case to the youth court,

OR

❖If a child who has been transferred to the 

circuit court or is in the original 

jurisdiction of the circuit court is not 

convicted. 

TRANSFERRED 
YOUTH

The youth court shall also 

have jurisdiction of offenses 

committed by a child which 

have been transferred to the 

youth court by an order of a 

circuit court of this state 

having original jurisdiction of 

the offense as provided by 

§43-21-159.
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https://blog.patentology.com.au/2017/02/uspto-board-terminates-crispr-patent.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Transfers from youth courts of other states shall be recognized 

by the courts of this state and no youth who has a pending 

charge or a conviction in the adult court system of any other 

state shall be in the jurisdiction of the youth courts of this state.
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VENUE
§43-21-155

If a child is alleged to be a 
delinquent child or a child in 

need of supervision, the 
proceedings shall be 

commenced in any county 
where any of the alleged acts 

are said to have occurred. 

After adjudication, the youth 
court may, in the best interest 

of the child, transfer the case at 
any stage of the proceeding for 

disposition to the county 
where the child resides or to a 

county where a youth court 
has previously acquired 

jurisdiction.
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http://colbycriminaljustice.wikidot.com/juvenile-justice
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

