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Key Players

Brenda C. Locke
Resource Counsel

Judge

Presides over court proceedings. The
judge is obligated to conduct
proceedings impartially, hear all the
witnesses and any other evidence
presented by the parties of the case,
assess the credibility and arguments
of the parties, and then issue a ruling
on the matter at hand based on his or
her interpretation of the law and his or
her own personal judgment. There
are no juries in youth court.
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A designee is any person that the judge appoints to
perform a duty which this chapter requires to be done by
the judge or his designee.

The prosecutor represents the government or the
“people” of the state. The prosecutor's job is to prove that
the charges brought against a youth are true by presenting
evidence and witnesses against the youth.

Juvenile Defender:

An attorney who is either appointed or
retained to represent youth charged with
committing a delinquency or a status offense.
Juvenile Defenders are obligated to advocate
for the expressed interest of the youth they
represent.

Intake Officer/Unit

When the youth court receives a report regarding
a child which may be under the jurisdiction of the
youth court, the court’s intake unit shall
promptly make a preliminary inquiry to
determine whether the interest of the child,
other childrenin the same environment or the
public requires the youth court to take further
action.
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Division of Youth Services (DYS) Counselor

The DYS Counselor is an employee of the
Department of Human Services. They
make recommendations to the court as to
what they believe is in the best interest of
the minor.
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