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Brainstorming:
A Critical Part of Building the 
Story & Advancing Your Theory

Shawna Geiger
Director of Engagement

Office of Respondent Parents’ 
counsel

ADC Trial Advocacy Program 2024
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Where do I find these 
stories you speak of?

TRAILS
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hopelessness

poverty

decompensating

drugs

addiction

abandoned

alone

hungry

unwanted

dirty
uneducated

no way out

doomed

snatched

angry

pathetic

scary

delusions

parentified

adultified

failure

life on the streets

survival

strangers

beaten

scared

tiredstolen

unwanted

unloved
rejected

desperate

forgotten

the voicesabused

defenseless

needy

crazy

anger

fragile

unpredictable

defeated

shuffled

hallucinate
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What is a Storyboard?
• It is a way of thinking about the STORY of your 
case

• It is a group of pictures or list of visuals that lays 
out the scenes of your case

• It is a method of deconstructing the case so that 
you can look at it in a way that breaks you out of 
chronology or the government’s fact pattern

• It is a tool to help you take an additional look at 
the “facts” of your case in another way

But what IS a Storyboard?
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•Visualize the 
Scene…
•Who are the 
characters?
•What are the parts 
of the scenes?
•What evidence do I 
need to corroborate 
and illustrate?

It doesn’t have to be fancy…

A Priest, a Rabbi 
and a Rabbit walk 
into a bar…
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Here’s the Million Dollar Question….

WHY???
•Test the feasibility of your theory: if the 
storyboard looks wrong….it probably is 

•Spot and fill as result of producing 
storyboard

•It helps focus your point of view on ENTIRE 
case rather than isolating witness by 
witness
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As a practical matter
Primacy Recency

But I have a way I always do it….
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WITNESS PLANNING & PREP

DEMONSTRATIVE DEVELOPMENT

SHORING UP INVESTIGATION
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2025 Spring Public 
Defender Conference

Session Five:

Brainstorming Your 
Case: A Critical Part of  

Building the Story

Thursday, April 24, 2025

10:05am – 11:05am

Shawna M. Geiger
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