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Wednesday, September 16, 2026 
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Registration & Lunch    
 
12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Welcome 
     Andre’ de Gruy, State Public Defender 
     Jennifer Morgan, Family Defense Program Manager 
     Erin Briggs, Training Director 
     Office of State Public Defender 
 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.    Understanding Forensic Interviews (1hr) 

Paula Broome, Training Dir., Children’s Advocacy Centers of MS 
     Riley Herrin, Dir. of Clinical Services, Kids Hub Child Advocacy  
    Center 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:05 p.m.  Evaluations   
 
2:05 pm. – 2:10 p.m.  Resource Spotlight: Canopy 
 
2:10 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.    ETHICS - Performance Standards and Office Updates (1.5hr) 
    Jennifer Morgan, Family Defense Program Manager 
    Office of State Public Defender 
 
3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Evaluations & Refreshment Break 
 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Trust-Based Relational Intervention (TBRI) (1hr) 

Honorable S. Trent Favre, Hancock County and Youth Court 
Judge, National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
Board Member 

 
5:00 p.m. – 5:05 p.m.  Evaluations & Announcements  
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Thursday, September 17, 2026 
 
7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast 

 

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  The Race to Permanency: Why Parent Advocacy Matters  
    More Than Ever (1hr) 
     Shannon Felder, Training Director 
     National Association of Counsel for Children 
    

9:30 a.m. – 9:35 a.m.  Evaluations  

 

9:35 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.  Resource Spotlight: Home of El Roi 

    

9:40 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. Reasonable Efforts in Resource Deserts: Litigating When  
    Services Don’t Exist  
    Shannon Felder, Training Director 
    National Association of Counsel for Children 
 
10:40 a.m.- 10:50 a.m. Evaluations & Refreshment Break 

 

10:50 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. Resource Spotlight: Sunlight  

 

10:55 a.m.  – 12:25 p.m. Case Law and Its Implications (1.5hr) 
    Chad King, Partner 
    Matthew Thompson, Partner 
    The Thompson Law Firm, PLLC  
 

12:25pm   Evaluations & Closing Announcements 


