OSPD Youth Defense Certification Training
Margaritaville Resort Biloxi
Biloxi, Mississippi
September 17-18, 2026

AGENDA

Thursday, September 17, 2026

12:00 a.m. — 1:15 p.m.

1:15 p.m. — 1:20 p.m.

1:20 p.m. — 2:50 p.m.

2:50 p.m. —3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m. — 3:10 p.m.

3:10 p.m. — 4:10 p.m.

4:10 p.m. — 4:15 p.m.

4:15 p.m. — 5:15 p.m.

5:15 p.m. —5:20 p.m.

Registration & Lunch

Welcome

Andre’ de Gruy, State Public Defender

Brenda Locke, Youth Defense Program Manager
Erin Briggs, Training Director

Office of State Public Defender

Continuously Controlling the Narrative: The Story Within

Direct and Cross Examination (1.5hr)
A.Arman Miri , Partner, Lowrey, Fortner & Miri, P.A
Gabrieal Carter, Owner, G.L. Carter Law

Evaluations & Refreshment Break
Resource Spotlight: MS Administrative Office of Courts

Transfer Hearings: The Bench on Rehabilitation (1Ar)
Honorable Tiffany Kilpatrick, Lafayette County Youth Court Judge
Honorable Michael Dickinson, Harrison County Court Judge
Honorable Renee Porter, Marion County Youth Court Referee
Honorable Lisa Koon, Prentiss County Youth Court Referee
Moderator - Honorable Sumeka Thomas, Chickasaw County Youth
Court Referee

Evaluations

Hot Topics in Youth Defense (1Ar)

Andre’ de Gruy, State Public Defender

Brenda Locke, Youth Defense Program Manager
Luke Smith, Youth Defender

Office of State Public Defender

Evaluations & Closing Announcements



OSPD Youth Defense Certification Training
Margaritaville Resort Biloxi
Biloxi, Mississippi
September 17-18, 2026

AGENDA

Friday, September 18, 2026

7:00 a.m. — 8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. — 10:05 a.m.

10:05 a.m. —10:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m. —11:15 a.m.

11:15 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m. — 12:35 p.m.

Breakfast

ETHICS: A Future in the Balance: Law and Advocacy
Transfer Hearings (1.5hr)

L.T. Allen, Founder, L.T. Allen Law

Brenda Locke, Youth Program Manager, OSPD

Evaluations
Resource Spotlight: Mississippt Wraparound Institute

Barrister’s Battle IV: Raising the Bar (1Ar)
Moderator — Angela Turner Kimbrough

Evaluations & Refreshment Break

Working with DYS: A Guide for Attorneys (1hr)

Marketa Motton, Community Services Dir., MS Dept of Human Svcs.
Janet Self, Division Counsel for Youth Services, MS Dept of

Human Svcs.

Evaluations & Closing Announcements



