OSPD Youth Defense Certification Training
Biloxi, Mississippi
September 18-19, 2025

AGENDA

Thursday, September 18, 2025

11:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m. Registration
Deer Island Ballroom Foyer

12:15 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Lunch

Petit Bois

1:00 p.m. — 1:15 p.m. Welcome

Deer Island Ballroom Andre’ de Gruy, State Public Defender

Brenda Locke, Youth Defense Program Manager
Erin Briggs, Training Director

Office of State Public Defender

Jackson, Mississippi

1:15 p.m. — 1:25 p.m. Spotlight:

Southern Christian Services for Children and Youth, Inc.
1:25 p.m. — 2:25 p.m. Youth Court Reform in Mississippi: Progress and Possibilities
(1hr.) Vicki Lowery

Youth Court Program Director
Mississippi Supreme Court
Administrative Office of Courts
Jackson, Mississippi

Wendy Shelton

Legal Intake Specialist
Mississippi Supreme Court
Administrative Office of Courts
Jackson, Mississippi

2:25 p.m. — 2:40 p.m. Evaluation and Break

A variety of vendors are spotlighted during the Conference for your awareness and convenience.
Inclusion on this agenda does not imply endorsement by the MS Office of State Public Defender.



2:40 p.m. — 2:50 p.m.

2:50 p.m. — 4:50 p.m.
(2 hr.)

4:50 p.m. —5:00 p.m.

Spotlight: Oakley Youth Development Center

Happiness is a Warm Gun (case) — A Suppression Primer

Jack Harrison Lakita Leonard,

Director, Youth Defense Clinic & Juvenile Public Defender
Paul. M Hebert LaW Cepter Office of the Public Defender,
Louisiana State University East Baton Parish

Baton Rouge, Louisiana Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Evaluation and Announcements

Friday, September 19, 2025

7:00 a.m. — 8:30 a.m.
Petit Bois

8:30 a.m. — 9:30 a.m.

Deer Island Ballroom

(1hr.)

9:30 a.m. — 9:35 a.m.
9:35 a.m. — 9:45 a.m.

9:45 a.m. — 11:15 a.m.
(1.5 hrs.)

11:15 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
(1.5 hrs.)

1:00 p.m.

Breakfast

ETHICS: The Silent Consequence: Immigration Risks Hiding
in Youth Court Cases

Brandon H. Riches,Owner & Attorney

The Riches Law Firm

Ocean Springs, Mississippi
Evaluation
Spotlight: Specialized Treatment Facility

Confined Without Cause

Kristina Kersey

Assistant Professor, Advocacy Clinic
The University of Tennessee
College of Law — Legal Clinic
Knoxville, Tennessee

Michelle B. Callari

Statewide Director of Youth Defense
Office of the Public Defender
Newark, New Jersey

Evaluation and Break

Barrister’s Battle: Redemption or Repeat
Brenda Locke

Youth Defense Program Manager

Office of State Public Defender

Jackson, Mississippi

Evaluation & Conference Check-Out



